Urban  District  Council,  Barnard  Castle. 

- ■ 

^ebical  ©fficer’s  Ennual  IReport,  t9l9. 


MR.  CHAIRMAN  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

1 .  — I beg  to  present  mj-  Annual  Report  for  the  year. 

I am  glad  to  say  that  there  has  only  been  one  ease  which  has  necessitated  the  opening 
of  the  Hospital  during  the  whole  of  the  year,  a case  of  Scarlet  Fever.  There  has,  however,  been 
a severe  epidemic  of  Measles,  with  fortunately  only  one  death.  Only  one  case  of  Diphtheria  was 
notified,  as  compared  with  13  cases  last  year.  There  has  also  been  a severe  epidemic  of  Influenza, 
with  a mortality  of  15  cases,  ten  of  the  deaths  occurring  in  persons  under  45  years  of  age. 

2.  — POPULATION.  The  population  of  the  area  is  uncertain  and  variable,  owing  to  the 
conditions  due  to  the  war,  but  I am  piloting  the  figures  given  by  the  Registrar  General,  viz. : — 
Birth  rate,  4,398  ; Death  rate,  3,925. 

3.  — WAITER  SPIPPLY.  The  quality  and  quantity  of  the  water  supply  to  the  town  has 
been  quite  satisfactory. 

4.  — INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCE’S  REPORT,  which  summarises  the  work  done  by  his 
department,  includes  many  visits  and  inspections  by  myself,  in  conjunction  with  the  Inspector, 
with  respect  to  infectious  cases,  drainage,  dairies,  etc. 


HOUSE  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACTS.  Under  this  heading  many  special 
inspections  of  property  and  their  surrounding  conditions  have  been  and  are  being  carried  out 
according  to  the  instructions  and  orders  of  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  Council,  but 
no  closing  orders  were  made. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 


Dwelling-houses  and  Schools — Structural  Defects 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

Waterclosets 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

• I DefectHe  Traps 
Other  Faults 

Water  Supply 
Other  Nuisances. . . 


Totals 


Number  of  Formal 
Notices  by  order 
of  Autbonty. 

3 
6 
5 

13 

4 

1 

36 

52 

2 


192 


Number  of  Nuisances 
abated  after  Notice. 

3 

1 

5 

7 

0 

1 

21 

52 

1 

91 


PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  INFECTIOUS  DISEA.SE.  Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding 
stoved  or  destroyed,  2 ; Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease,  172  ; Schools  disinfected 
after  Infectious  Disease,  4. 


GENERAL.  Ash-closets  converted  into  Water-closets,  1 ; total  number  of  Water- 
closets  in  district,  850  ; total  number  of  Ash-closets  in  district,  53  ; total  number  of  Ashpit- 
privies  in  district,  60. 

5. — POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS.  Practically  none. 

6.  — DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE.  Sewerage  ivas  efficient  and  satisfactory,  and  no 
complaint  has  been  made  as  to  the  effluent  from  the  Sewage  Farm. 


7. — All  Registei'ed  Cow-sheds,  Dairies  and  Licensed  Slaughter-houses  satisfactory. 


8.  — ]\IILK  SUPPLY.  I believe  the  supply  of  ^lilk  to  the  town  is  very  good,  and  no 
complaints  have  been  received. 

9.  — OTHER  FOODS.  No  complaints  except  that  on  two  or  tliree  occasions  I have  had  to 
condemn  meat  as  unfit  for  human  consump^tion  owing  to  premature  decomposition  after  freezing. 

10. — INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.  During  the  year  the  following  Infectious  Diseases  have 


been  notified ; — 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  1 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  . . 1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  1 

German  Measles  ...  ...  2 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  151 


One  death  occurred  from  Measles,  a girl  three  years  old.  The  case  of  Scarlet  Fever 
was  removed  to  the  Hospjital  at  Marwood. 

In  all  cases  of  infection  I pDersonally  visited  the  houses  and  gave  the  necessary  advice 
and  instructions  as  to  the  necessity  of  isolation  and  disinfection,  with  two  excepDtions,  where  1 
was  satisfied  that  it  was  already  being  carried  oiit. 

11.  — Maternity  and  child  welfare.  This  work  is  being  regularly  carried  on 
by  fortnightU^  attendances  by  the  Medical  Officer  and  the  Nurse,  and  1 am  satisfied  that  the 
importance  of  it  is  being  slowly  but  surely  recognised. 

12.  — TUBERCULOSIS..  Eleven  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  10  of  which  were 
cases  of  Pulmonary  Phthisis,  and  one  case,  a man  42  years  of  age,  with  Tubercular  Disease  of 
the  Femur  (Thigh  bone). 

Four  of  the  Pulmonary  Cases  were  children  6,  8,  9 and  11  years  old  respoectively, 
who  had  come  into  the  town  from  another  district. 

All  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  visited  and  advised  as  to  the  necessity  for  disinfection 
of  sp)utum,  etc.,  and  the  paramount  need  of  cleanliness  and  fresh  air.  The  attention  of  the 
County  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer  is  called  to  any  cases  likely  to  benefit  by  treatment  at  a 
DispDensary  or  requiring  removal  to  a Sanatorittm. 

Eight  deaths  were  registered  from  Pulmonary  Phthisis,  5 womeji  and  3 men,  and  one 
deatli,  a boy,  from  Tubercular  Disease  of  the  Glands  and  Bowels  ; altogether  9 deaths.  This 
gives  a rate  of  2’29  pjer  1,UU0  of  the  estimated  popjulation  at  3,925. 

13.  — INFANT  MORTALITY.  Six  deaths  were  registered  under  twelve  months  (one 
illegitimate).  This  gives  a rate  of  1'52  per  l,bO(J  of  the  estimated  population  at  3,925,  anti 
107T4  p)er  1,000  nett  births  of  50. 

14.  — VITAL  STATISTICS.  Deaths:  The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district 
was  87.  Of  these  13  were  of  non-residents  registered,  and  9 of  residents  not  registered,  leaving 
the  total  deaths  registered  at  83,  which  gives  an  annual  de.ath-rate  of  21' 15  pjer  1,000  of  the 
estimated  pop:)ulation  at  3,925. 

Twenty  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  p)ublic  institutions. 

Births  : The  total  number  of  births  registered  during  the  j ear  was  58,  one  of  which 
was  registered  on  December  31st,  1917,  leaving  57  (35  boys  and  22  girls).  Eleven  of  these  were 
illegitimate.  Two  of  the  total  number  of  58  are  counted  out,  making  56  nett,  thus  giving  a rate 
of  12  73  per  1,000  of  the  entire  population  at  4,398. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  H.  WELFORD, 


April,  1919. 


Medical  Officer  of  Heallh. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Barnard  Castle 


^strict. 


1914  to  1918 


. „ 1,,,  , f PoiD'cilatiorL  of  all  ages  ... 

At  Census  of  1!)LL  1 . -i-  • 

t J otal  families  or  separate  occupiers  ...  1,041. 

Area  of  District  iii  Acres  (Land  and  Inland  Water;  ...  575. 


1 

lhi'ih«. 

Total  Deaths 
Kegistered. 

Transferable  Deaths. 

1 Nett  Deaths  ia  District. 

Year. 

Estimated 

Ponuiation 

Un- 

N 

^tl. 

! Unaer  One  Year 

At  A1 

Age.s. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Rate  per 

1 1.000  nett 
! Births 

Number. 

Number. 

Ivegistered. 

Registered. 

Number. 

Number. 

Rate 

1914 

4872 

98 

91 

1S'07 

(>7 

13-75 

6 

5 

10 

102-04 

00 

13-54 

1915 

4200 

89 

87 

2()'48 

90 

21-39 

9 

5 

7 

80-45 

93 

22-11 

1910 

4872 

99 

20-32 

70 

15-59 

G 

6 

10 

101-01 

70 

1 5-59 

Death-rate  : 

1917 

3B9(J 

57 

54 

13-12 

05 

17-Gl 

8 

5 

3 

55-55 

02 

10-80 

4113 

1918 

Death-rate  : 

•,392o 

Birth-rate  : 

4398 

58 

50 

12.73 

87 

22-16 

13 

9 

6 

107.14 

83 

21-15 

Causes  of  Deaths  Registered  during  1918. 


Cau.se.s. 

Measles 

Males. 

Females. 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

Influenza 

- 

- 

- 

10 

5 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

3 

5 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

- 

- 

- 

2 

4 

Meningitis 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

- 

- 

5 

7 

Bronchitis 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

- 

- 

- 

4 

3 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

- 

- 

- 

2 

— 

Enteritis  - _ _ 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  aiid  Abscess 

- 

- 

- 

2 

— 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

- 

- 

- 

— 

2 

Congenital  Debility,  etc. 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

Violence,  apart  from  suicide 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

_ 

- 

- 

8 

9 

*'  leesdats  Mercury,”  BdL  Castlo» 


